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SUBJECT: DAVID WANG VISA APPLICATIONS AND PRC VISA POLICIES 

REF: HART-ANDERSON LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 2, 1977 

1 . WE HAVE DONE OME CHECKING WITH LOCAL CHINESE- AMERICANS 
AND WITH CHINA TRAVEL SERVICE, HONG KONG, CONCERNING VISA 
ISSUANCE POLICIES. THE FOLLOWING IS OUR BEST UNDERSTAND- 
ING OF THOSE POLICIES AND SHOULD PROVIDE ANSWERS TO YOUR 
QUESTIONS. 

2. CHINA TRAVEL SERVICES ASSERTS THAT NO DISTINCTIONS IS MADE 
BETWEEN CHINESE-AMERICAN CITIZENS AND OTHER AMERICAN PASS- 
PORT HOLDERS IN THE PROCEDURE FOR ISSUING VISAS. FACTS, 

HOWEVER, DO NOT APPEAR ENTIRELY TO BEAR THIS OUT. DAVID 
WANG, WHEN HE APPLIED ON A REGULAR SERVICE PASSPORT, WAS 
GIVEN A PRINTED STATEMENT THAT, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 1977 
ALL CHINESE AMERICAN CITIZENS REQUESTING VISAS FOR THE PRC 
MUST APPLY THROUGH PRCLO IN WASHINGTON. FOR OTHER THAN 
ETHNIC CHINESE-AMERICAN CITIZENS, CHINA TRAVEL SERVICES 
DIVIDES US PASSPORT HOLDERS INTO TWO GROUPS: (A) BUSINESS 
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TRAVELLERS WHO ARE INSTRUCTED TO CONTACT THEIR COUNTERPART FIRM 
IN THE PRC TO REQUEST THAT THEY SECURE A VISA FOR THE BUSINCES 
TRAVELLERS, AND (B) HONG KONG RESIDENTS WISHING TO GO TO CHINA 
FOR TOURIST PURPOSES WHO ARE INSTRUCTED TO CONTACT EITHET CHINA 
INTERNATIONAL TRAVAL SERVICE, PEKING , OR PRCLO WASINGTON. 

3. THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN CHINESE- AMERICANS AND OTHER US 
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PASSPORTS HOLDERS THUS APPEARS TO BE ONLY THAT THE LATTER HAVE 
THE OPTION OF APPLYING THROUGH CHINA INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 
SERVICE. AS REGARDS CHINESE-AMERICANS HOLDING OFFICIAL OR 
DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS, WE DON'T HAVE ANY PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE, 

NOR APPARENTLY DID CHINA TRAVEL SERVICE. ALL OTHER CONGEN MEM- 
BERS TRAVELLING PRIVATELLY TO THE PRC HAVE GONE AS GUESTS OF USLO 
STAFF MEMBERS. IT APPEARS, HOWEVER, THAT CHINA TRAVEL SERVICE 
MADE A DECISION THAT NO DISTINCTION SHOULD BE MADE BETWEEN OF- 
FICAL AND NON-OFFICIAL CHINESE AMERICANS. 

4. IF DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION, RECOMMEND DAVID WANG BE 
PERMITTED TO PROCEED WITH HIS VISAS APPLICATIONS THROUGH PRCLO. 
CROSS 
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